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the sun. The long and beautiful plumes of the
ostrich have been highly valued for ornamental
purposes from ^very early times, and form a
, considerable article of commerce. Deter-
mined and successful efforts were made about
1865 to domesticate them in Cape Colony.
The decreased demand for ostrich feathers
during the Great War seriously reduced the
output.1 The similarity of climatic con-
ditions between South Africa and Southern
California and Arizona led to experiments in
those two States -from 1882 onward, which
have resulted in the formation of an extensive
industry in ostrich farming. Smaller farms
have been successfully established in Texas,

pieces are The Poor Bride, Poverty is Xo Dis-
grace, and The Dowerless Girl.

Ostwald, Wilhelm (1853-1932), German
chemist and philosopher was born in Riga,
Russia. In 1887 became professor of general
chemistry and director of the Physico-Chemic-
al Institute of Leipzig University, from which
he retired in 1906. There he founded the Ost-
wald Institute, the first school for the special
study of physical chemistry. In 1909 he was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Chemistry.

Ostyaks, Siberian aborigines. The Eastern
Ostyaks are commonly regarded as a southern
branch of the Samoyedes. The Western
Ostyaks form one of the three main branches of

Ostriches on an Ostrich Farm.

Arkansas, Florida, Mexico, and elsewhere on
the American continent.

The beautiful white plumes so highly prized
all over the world grow in the ends of the wings
of the male birds, a good bird in his prime
yielding from twenty to forty of these, besides a
few black feathers, also from the wings. The
plumes of the hen from her wing tips are gen-
erally spotted and flecked with gray, and are
called 'feminines.' The bird's plumage has
reached perfection when three years old, and
at four years the birds have attained maturity.

Ostrovksi, Alexander Nikolaievitch
(1823-86), Russian dramatist, was born in
Moscow. He was distinguished for the por-
trayal of middle-class life, more especially the
merchants of Moscow. His greatest play is
The Storm (1860; Eng. trans, by Constance
Storm), which was produced at the Carnegie
Lyceum, New York, in 1900. Other notable

the Ugrian Finns, the other two being the Vo*
guls of the Ural Mountains and the Magyar*
of Hungary.

Oswald, Eleazer (1755-95), American sol-
dier and journalist, was born in England. In
1782 he published at Philadelphia The Inde-
pendent Gazetteer and The Price Current, the
latter being the first commercial paper in the
United States. He also published in New
York City Tlie Independent Gazette (1782-87).

Oswald, St. (d. 992), English ecclesiastic,
was consecrated by Dunstan to the see of
Worcester (961), and in 972 became archbishop
of York. His efforts were chiefly directed to-
ward the purification of the monasteries.

Oswego, city, New York, county seat of
Oswego co., a terminus of the New York State
Barge Canal, 34 m. n.w. of Syracuse. The Os-
wego River falls 34 ft. at this point, and the
abundant water power is utilized for the manu-